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a lead line appears on the gums. The symptoms are slower to appear and are not so pronounced as in the acute type. Chronic lead poisoning is more common in districts where lead mining is a business. Waste products from such a mine often soil the water supply when the water refuse from the mill is permitted to drain into a stream. If the stream is used to furnish water to cattle, this would lead to poisoning by degrees. Water which contains as little as one-tenth of a grain of lead to a gallon is considered unfit for drinking purposes. The continuous use of such water would lead to an inflammation of the intestines accompanied by the usual pains of colic and subsequent paralysis. The so-called lead line is a blue line seen on the margin of the gums. This is the last symptom and is almost always confined to the chronic form. The chronic type of this disease may extend over a period of several weeks until the animal ha? reached the limit of its tolerance of lead. Death follows.
No treatment is of any value unless the lead supply is taken from the animals. When it has been definitely established that lead is the cause of the trouble, the animal may be dead. Sometimes an examination of the contents of the stomach and intestines is necessary to find the lead. This is a laboratory test. If, however, animals are consuming only small quantities of the lead daily when silage is being fed from a recently painted silo, something can be done to hasten the recovery of the affected cows. If a paint pail or newly painted fence-posts are to blame and some of the sick cows are still alive, treatment may be of considerable benefit. First, give the sick animal a big dose of Epsom salts. Administer from 1 to 2 poun'ds dissolved in warm water. When the animal is in the delirious stage it is sometimes advisable to give potassium bromide in Bounce doses every four or five hours until the nervous symptoms have subsided.
As a preventative, be careful always to keep cattle away from freshly painted stanchions, barns, and fence-posts. Tf calves are fed from freshlv nainted Dails Doisonins may